PRESS RELEASE

VECTOR AWARENESS PROGRAMME AWARD CEREMONY
As the curtains are drawn on the Environmental Health Unit’s 9th Annual Vector Awareness Programme, the month of fiercely contested competitions and other activities culminated with a simple Award Ceremony on Friday October 31 in the auditorium of the Oreillia Kelly Primary School at 9:30am. 

The month got off to a start with platinum sponsor Caribbean Commercial Bank on board for the third year. A formal launching ceremony was held in the Conference Room of the Ministry of Social Development on Wednesday October 1 under the theme “Good Riddance To Rats and their Habitats”. Following on its heels was the Campus A Inter-House Spelling Bee Competition. The morning of the competition saw a packed auditorium at the Teachers Resource Centre and media coverage by Radio Anguilla and Kreative Communications Network. At the close of the morning, Pink House had once again emerged winner owing to the resilience of trio Britne' Levons, Elicianna Webster and Aoife Gumbs who scored 39 points. In second place was Yellow House and Maroon House secured the third spot. 
Ms. Aaishah Muhammed of Oreillia Kelly Primary School emerged in first place of the Primary Schools’ Poster and Theme Competition with her attractive drawing and theme “Good Bye Housefly”. In close second was Arianna Woodley of Valley Primary School and third place was awarded to Malik Richards of Morris Vanterpool Primary. The Stanley Mussington Essay Competition winner was Jahvez Hamilton, year two student of the ALHCS with a witty rendition of Life as a Rat. 

The pre schoolers took to the stage on October 22 and entertain the audience of judges, parents, teachers and invitees. Three was the charm for Church of God of Prophecy Pre School as they maintain their hold on first place for the third year in a row. Island Harbour Christian Pre School secured the second place and third place was awarded to St. Mary’s Pre School.
Other activities were the Best Kept Cemetery competition of which Immanuel Methodist Church, Ebenezer Methodist Church and Shemei Tabernacle was adjudged first, second and third places respectively and the Walk-a-Thon/ Fitness Walk attracted some twenty persons on a rainy October 25 morning.
And soon enough it was October 31 and the Award Ceremony. The key note address titled “Integrated Vector Control” was delivered by Health Planner, Mr. Lynrod Brooks. He stated that “At present, the tools used to reduce the impact of vector borne diseases, which are a significant cause of morbidity and mortality globally, involves the use of insecticides and have included their use for a long time. But, the time has come to address the control of vectors and the reduction of vector borne diseases in a sustainable and cost effective manner where the protection of Human health and the environment is our prime concern. No longer can Ministries/ Departments say it is not my problem, it is everyone’s problem and everyone is needed to resolve it.” The address further noted “The way forward is Integrated Vector Control involving all sectors of Government- Health, Education, Finance, Social, etc and Cooperate Partners, such as our sponsors”. 
The Award segment of the programme saw trophies, cash prizes and certificates being awarded to first, second and third place winners and for participation in the various competitions. A donation from Tifa Worldwide Ltd of two gold pens was given to Best Spellers Senegal Carty and Elicianna Webster of Campus A.  
Thanks and appreciation are extended to our platinum sponsor Caribbean Commercial Bank, other sponsors; Department of Environment and Tifa Worldwide Ltd, participants, volunteers, supporters and well wishers for enabling the success of the programme.  
